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Mission of the  

Taylor County 4-H Program 
 

Taylor County 4-H Program Will 
Provide Many Learning Experiences 
Through the Cooperation and Lead-
ership of Both the Youth Members 

and Adult Leaders 

Taylor County Website: 

http://taylor.uwex.edu 

4H Online 
http://wi.4honline.com 

UW-Extension Office  
Phone Number: 

715-748-3327 
 

Laura Fuller — Ext. 4 
 

Email: 
laura.fuller@ces.uwex.edu 

Meet Laura Fuller, our new 4-H agent 
Hello everyone!  I’m so glad to be here and I am looking forward to meeting all of 
you. I wanted to take a moment to introduce myself, especially since we’re all 
starting the new year together! 

My name is Laura Fuller, and I am new not only to Taylor County, but also to 
Wisconsin. I was born in St. Louis, Missouri back in 1977, but only lived there for 
three months before we moved to Bloomington, Illinois so my mother could get her 
Master’s Degree. We lived there three years, then moved on to Detroit, Michigan 
where she got her PhD and where we lived for most of my young life. I was about 
to start my Freshman year of High School when we moved again to Columbus, 
Ohio so she could teach at Otterbein College. I share this with you because it had 
such a profound impact on my life. I grew up on college campuses, and so 
education has always been incredibly important to me. It’s shaped my life in a 
number of ways, and my values too. 

Once I finished college, I went to (The) Ohio State University for both a Bachelors 
and Masters. My Masters is in Rural Community Development and my research 
looked at youth programs aimed at reducing domestic violence.  Somewhere in 
there, I got married and spent several years as a Navy Ombudsman with my now-
ex-husband’s boat, helping the families of the 500+ sailors.  

I spent a year as an AmeriCorps*VISTA working for the Ohio State 4-H Office 
developing 4-H After School programs in Columbus, OH. Most of those programs 
focused around health and nutrition, and a bit of gardening. From there, I accepted 
a position with the county Extension Office teaching nutrition in 4th grade 
classrooms in the Columbus Public Schools and also setting up community gardens 
with several refugee populations in the area. 

When my ex-husband retired from the Navy, we moved to Michigan so he could 
work in the IT department at MSU, and I eventually took a job with 4-H in Lansing, 
MI where I focused my programming around increasing youth in government and 
career and workforce preparation.   

Whew! That’s a lot about me! I just got here to Medford on August 17, so if you 
see a new face around town, it’s probably me. I keep an open door policy, so feel 
free to stop in and say hi, or if you prefer, when you have your club meeting, let 
me know when you’d like me to come out for a visit! I’m hitting the ground 
running, so don’t hesitate to bring me anything you need to make your 4-H year a 
success. Be on the lookout for some chances to meet me. I want and need to know 
you to make this program amazing! 

Laura Fuller, 4-H Youth Development Agent, Taylor County 
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September 2014 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

        Shooting Sports       
        Meeting, 6 p.m. 

 

Federation Meeting, 
7:30 p.m. 

UWEX Office closed 

National 4-H Dairy 
Conference 

Sept. 28-Oct. 1 
Madison, Wis. 

Club Re-Enrollment Packets ready for pick up this week 

Newsletter Items Due 

Federation Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 

YLO Trick-or-
Treat for the 

Hungry 

YLO Trick-or-Treat 
for the Hungry 

Prep Night 

Save the Date! 
4-H Awards  

Banquet & Day of 
Learning 

November 2 

Wisconsin 4-H  
Arts Camp,  
October 4-5 

NATIONAL 4 -H  WEEK  —  OCTOBER 5 -11  

“100 Yeays Under 
the Dome” 
Courthouse  

Centennial, Medford 

Fair Board 
6 p.m., UWEX 

Fair Board 
6 p.m., UWEX 
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positive youth development and discourage problem 
behaviors. 

1989 – The Youth Futures program was initiated in 
Wisconsin communities to bring together coalitions of 
educators, parents, community leaders and youth to 
develop comprehensive actions plans to address youth 
issues. 

1990s –  Youth empowerment became a part of on-
going work, resulting in greater youth participation in 
county and state level decision-making groups. 
Collaboration with other groups such as school systems, 
non-profits, United Way and human service departments 
and agencies greatly increased. 

1990s – School-aged child care programs increased. New 
programs were developed based on needs identified 
through child care surveys. 4-H Youth Development staff 
developed and adapted 4-H curriculum for child care 
staff to use with 6-12 year olds in after-school programs, 
day care centers and family day care homes. 

1993 – At a National 4-H Curriculum Conference, a plan 
was introduced for integrating the experiential learning 
cycle into the 4-H Curriculum Handbook. 

1994 – A very successful North Central Animal Science 
curriculum development effort evolved into what is now 
the 4-H Cooperative Curriculum System (4HCCS). By 
2001, this cooperative system has produced over 150 
curriculum products and includes 39 member states. 
Staff from Wisconsin were involved in the creation of 
both the National 4-H Curriculum Criteria as well as 
served in leadership positions with 4HCCS. 

1994 – The “Youth at Risk” and “Children and Families at 
Risk” initiatives merged. The same year, “State 
Strengthening grants from the CYFAR funds began 
providing intensive staff development efforts across the 
nation. 

Mid-1990s – Volunteer risk management grew as a 
concern resulting in a mandatory youth protection 
system involving volunteer background checks, training, 
and signing of a behavior agreement. 

Mid-1990s – There was greater emphasis on community 
youth programming. Staff position descriptions were 
revised to reflect this expanded program direction. 

Mid-1990s – The number of home-schooled youth in 4-H 
increased in many counties. 

Late 1990s – State-level support for community youth 
programming increased through grants and hiring of 
additional youth development specialists. 

Late 1990s – There was a renewed focus on civic 
contributions of 4-H groups via Public Adventures, 
community service grants, and evaluation of efforts. 

2000s – 4-H Technology projects are developing along 
with web pages and programs that help the youth work 
in our global high tech world. 

2000s – Extension sets up new partnerships with the 
University system to provide additional resources for the 
clubs and the local communities. 

2000s – Mini-society and other entrepreneurial programs 
are established, helping youth understand the world 
from a financial standpoint. 

2000s – State 4-H Adult Council organizational structure 
evolves to include one delegate/county or nation who 
attends an annual statewide meeting. At the annual 
meeting, an executive board is selected which meets 
throughout the year. The purpose of the State 4-H Adult 
Leader Council is to enhance 4-H Youth programming at 
local, county and state levels. 

2000s – State 4-H Youth Leader Council evolves their 
structure to annually elect two youth/district for a two-
year term at the State 4-H Youth Conference. 

2000s – Partnerships were increasingly developed with 
local schools, neighborhood centers and community 
organizations to provide 4-H in after-school settings. 
“Century 21″ funding encouraged schools to partner with 
community organizations to provide additional after-
school opportunities for youth in lower income 
neighborhoods. 

2000s – Some 4-H Youth Development staff members 
are involved in establishing Teen Court in their county. 

2002 – Wisconsin and national youth development 
“conversations” were held to celebrate the National 4-H 
Centennial. The centennial celebration culminated with a 
report to the President. 

2002 – Joseph Albert Craig, Rock County 4-H volunteer, 
inducted in to the National 4-H Hall of Fame. 

2002 – Wakelin “Ranger Mac” McNeel, Wisconsin 4-H 
Assistant State Club Leader and Upham Woods 
Superintendent, inducted into National 4-H Hall of Fame. 

2009 – State Wisconsin 4-H STEM specialist Catherine 
Vrentas designs the 4-H National Youth Science Day 
experiment, Biofuel Blast. Tens of thousands of youth 
around the country took part in the experiment which 
was designed to teach about renewable energy sources. 

2011 – Tamara Koop, retired 4-H Youth Development 
educator in Waukesha County, inducted into National 4-
H Hall of Fame. 

2012 – Jim Barthel, retired 4-H Youth Development 
educator in Green and Winnebago Counties, inducted 
into National 4-H Hall of Fame. 



Page 22 

Wisconsin 4-H Centennial 

Continued from the July/August 4-H Newsletter 

1974 – Wisconsin joined with other states nationwide in 
rejecting a national committee recommendation to 
discontinue the 4-H motto, “To Make the Best Better.” 

Mid-1970s – Home and Family projects focused more 
attention on consumer education and less on technical 
skills. 

Mid-1970s – In response to national concerns for energy 
conservation, Wisconsin 4-H developed a Home Energy 
Education Program to help 4-H families learn more about 
energy use and conservation. 

Mid-1970s – Extension youth staff members were placed 
at the Milwaukee Zoo and Wehr Nature Center to expand 
outreach program models. 

Mid-1970s – The national Civil Rights laws brought about 
the formation of 4-H Expansion and Review committees 
to examine current youth demographics and 4-H 
participation trends and make recommendations for 
future programming. Based on this information, staff 
developed active plans to expand 4-H programs to 
underserved audiences. Staff became conscious of how to 
plan and conduct programs in non-discriminatory ways. 

Mid-1970s – There was strong emphasis on developing 
county level volunteer committees to set program 
direction, and plan and run county events. Some counties 
started project area key leader systems. 

1976 – History and Heritage 4-H Projects were very 
popular with Wisconsin 4-H members and clubs as they 
joined in the celebrating of America’s Bicentennial. The 
“Family in 4-H” slide/tape program and the home helper 
concept in working with 4-H members were introduced to 
reinforce the role of family in 4-H. 

1980 – The first statewide volunteer leader training 
workshop for Horse project leaders was held at Upham 
Woods. Other projects initiating statewide leader training 
workshops during the early 1980′s included: dairy, dog, 
clothing, nutrition and photography. 

1980 – At the 1980 4-H Staff Development Workshop, a 
building block approach to developing curriculum 
materials was identified. At this time, 4-H curriculum was 
described as the impact 4-H has on youth within a 
specific content area and includes everything participants 
experience in that 4-H project. 

Early 1980s – The “whole child” was the key phrase in 
the statement on 4-H youth development in Wisconsin. 

Rich variety in learning experiences offered 4-H members 
opportunities to participate in programs that related to 
the historical four “H’s”: Head – thinking and learning, 
solving problems, making decisions, and setting goals; 
Heart – caring, determining values, respecting and 
supporting one another; Hands – using new skills to 
create, build, design, or shape; Health – forming 
attitudes, habits and life styles that enhance physical and 
mental well-being. 

Early 1980s – “Taking Care: A Way of Life” represented a 
revised approach to 4-H health projects and activities. 
The literature encouraged family involvement in decision-
making activities that focused on life styles. 

1981 – The Adventures in Dairyland project was 
introduced for youth interested in learning about dairying 
without owning an animal. 

1983 – For the first time in its history, Wisconsin 4-H 
reached over 100,000 young people: 53,859 in 4-H clubs; 
46,772 in short-term special interest programs; and 
13,244 in other programs. 

Mid 1980s – There was an increase in staff attention to 
community youth development, resulting in more 
cooperative work with other youth-serving agencies. 

1985 – Emphasis on the total family in 4-H was 
strengthened with the introduction of the Family Times 
program. 

1985 – The first annual State 4-H/NJHA Horticulture Day 
was held at UW-Experimental Farms, Arlington. 

1986 – Wisconsin 4-H was awarded a major grant 
through the National 4-H Council and the W.K. Kellogg 
Foundations to strengthen volunteerism in the state’s 4-H 
program. The “Volunteer Force,” a group of 22 4-H 
Volunteer leaders from throughout the state, was 
involved in training other volunteers to accept 
responsibility for 4-H program management roles. 

1989 – The Extension Service celebrated the 75th 
Anniversary of the Smith-Lever Act. The 4-H program 
hosted an anniversary conference at the Concourse Hotel 
in Madison, April 29-30. 

1989 – UW-Extension Family Living Specialists developed 
the Teen Assessment Project surveys. 4-H Youth 
Development and Family Living staff members teamed 
with specialists to tailor the survey to the interests and 
needs of a local community. The survey response helped 
the community understand how they could support 

Timeline of Wisconsin 4-H History: 1942—1973 
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All members, leaders & their families are invited to the... 

2014 TAYLOR COUNTY 4-H  

Sunday, November 2, 2014 
1-4 p.m., Holy Rosary Social Center, Medford 

The main course, beverages, plates and utensils will be provided for the potluck luncheon, just bring 
a dish to pass. The program will start with the meal followed by awards, then leader training.  

During the awards presentation, we will recognize: 

 All leaders, Cloverbuds, first year members and fifth year members 
 Leaders reaching milestone volunteer years 
 Leader of the Year, Friend of 4-H & Bernice Brandner Award winners 
 2014 award trip and Key Award recipients 
 Members receiving project seals & pins for record books 
 Graduating 4-H members 

The second part of the program is the annual training meetings: 
 Mandatory annual leader training: At least one leader per club must attend this 

training to retain the club’s charter. Everyone is welcome. 

 Club officer training: All 4-H members are welcome, even if you will not serve as an 
officer this year. 

Please RSVP to Laura at 715-748-3327 or email laura.fuller@ces.uwex.edu 

by Monday, October 27. 

 Be sure to tell us your club name and how many people from your household plan to 

attend so we can order the correct about of food for the banquet. 
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Breaking News 

Looking ahead: Re-enrolling with 

4HOnline 
Enrollment for the 2014-15 4-H year will begin in Sep-

tember. At that time, all active members will be set to 
“Inactive” in 4HOnline.  

Club leaders may pick up enrollment guides for 
their families starting on Tuesday, September 2. 

When you log in to re-enroll, update your contact info if 

anything has changed and review and confirm the expec-

tation and behavior agreements. You’ll also need to up-
date your health information. Clubs and projects will re-

main in your profile. You’ll just need to add any new ones 
and delete the ones you no longer want. Once you have 

completely updated your profile, you’ll click submit. 

Paper forms will again be available for those without in-

ternet access. You may also visit the UW-Extension Office 
to enroll with 4HOnline during regular hours. 

New this year: Club leaders are asked to confirm their 
members before they are approved by the UW-Extension 

office. This will allow clubs that collect dues to do so be-
fore membership is confirmed. General leaders can con-

firm members by logging into their club area, or just let 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Sunday, November 2 
1-4 p.m. 

Each club must have at least one leader attend the 
annual leader training portion of the program. 

Do you have any 4-H  

literature you didn’t use? 
Please return any unused 4-H literature to the       

UW-Extension Office. We can re-use any literature 
that has not been written in. These workbooks cost 

an average of $4.50 each, so if you did not use them, 

National 4-H Week is October 6-12, 2013. This would be 

an excellent opportunity for 4-H clubs to plan a promo-
tion or recruitment activity. Be creative and make it fun! 

A few ideas you might consider: 

 Plan a 4-H club open house, ice cream social or 

potluck. 

 Volunteer or collect donations for your favorite 

charity. 

 Create a display at a local business (window or ta-

ble). 

The UW-Extension Office can provide 4-H brochures, 

bookmarks, posters and placemats for your activity, and 

we can help you order 4-H swag from the National 4-H 
Supply catalog (www.4-hmall.org). 

Window Display Award 
To collect your $15 award, you MUST fill a reimburse-

ment voucher (available in the back of this newsletter or 
at the UW-Extension Office). Please submit this to Wendy 

Rudolph, Federation treasurer, by November 1. 

4-H on the Radio 
Each year, WIGM/WKEB sponsors a 4-H radio program 

during National 4-H Week. This is an opportunity for any 
4-H member or club to record something about 4-H and 

have it aired. 

Laura can help you write a script or you can write your 

own. Russ Gowey will help by asking questions. Record-
ing a radio program is fun and you’ll impress everyone 

with 4-H and your radio star status! Call Laura right away 

Club Charters due  

October 15 
The due date for club charters has been moved up to 

Wednesday, October 15, by 4:30 p.m. This is so Laura 
has adequate time to review them and file them with 

the state 4-H office by their deadline.  

Blank charters will be distributed with enrollment 

packets. If you need any help completing your charter, 
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SECTION #3:  Give your suggestion(s) for a possible solution: 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
 

 

 
Please Print:   
 
Name of person completing form:  
 
Address of person completing form:  
 
Phone number of person completing form:  
 
E-mail address of person completing form:  
 
 
Signed:  
 
Dated:  
 

 
 

Please return completed forms to: 

TAYLOR COUNTY 4-H 

925 Donald Street, Room 103 
Medford, WI 54451 

 

 

 
Adapted from John de Montmollin – Kenosha County 4-H 
© 2005 Board of Regents of the University of Wisconsin System, doing business as 
the Division of Cooperative Extension of the University of Wisconsin-Extension. 

 

UW-Extension Office  
Holiday Hours 

The Taylor County UW-Extension   
Office will be closed on the following 
dates in observance of holidays: 

Labor Day — Monday, September 1 

Thanksgiving Holiday — Thursday and 
Friday, Nov. 28-29 

Christmas Holiday — Tuesday, Dec. 
24 (closing at noon) & and Wednes-
day, Dec. 25 
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Address Changes 
If you move, please update your     
address in your 4HOnline 
family profile or notify 
the UW-Extension office. 
We often get mail       
returned due to changed 
and incorrect addresses 
and the post office 
charges us a fee for the service with 
our newsletters. If you or someone in 
your club has not received their 4-H 
newsletter in the mail, contact us so 
we can correct our mailing list. 

“Care to Share” 
What do you like about 4-H? What 
would you like to change? The “Care to 
Share” form gives people the opportuni-
ty to identify what is going well, what 
needs to be improved and possible solu-
tions. Copies are available in each 
newsletter, at the UW-Extension Office 
or online at http://taylor.uwex.edu. 

Friendly Reminders 

Access your 4HOnline Profile at  

http://wi.4honline.com 
 

Help with 4HOnline 
Did you forget your password? Need to 
update your contact information? Can’t 
remember what email address you 
used to register? If you need any help 
using 4HOnline, please call Laura at 
715-748-3327. Our office staff can also 
help you if you would like to stop in 
and work through the issue.  

Project Discovery Day  

Project Discovery Day (known in other counties as Project Learning Day, 

Super Saturday, etc.) is a special one day event where 4-H members 

participate in workshops of their choice on a wide range of projects. We had 
our first project Discovery Day in 2014 and hope to make it even better in 

2015! Last year, we had sessions on wildlife, rabbits, dogs, photography, 
shooting sports and foods. 

The next Project Discovery Day is tentatively set for  

Saturday, January 24, 2015. 

In order for Project Discovery Day to be successful, we need leaders to teach 

sessions! Sessions are about 50 minutes long. Leaders can teach on their 

own, or partner with other adult or youth leaders. Leaders can request 
reimbursement for their supplies through the Federation of Taylor County 4-

H. If you are interested in teaching a session, contact Laura and let her know 
which project area you’d like to teach. You’ll also need to come up with a 

name and short description for your session. If you are not already a 4-H 

leader, you can sign up through 4HOnline and complete your training prior to 
Project Discovery Day. 

We will also need helpers at the registration table and extra hands to assist 

during the sessions. 4-H volunteers, older youth and parents are all welcome. 

If you can help out in any way, contact Laura at 715-748-3327 ext. 4 or email 

Award Trips & Key Award Update 

On September 3, the Federation of Taylor County 4-H will be meeting to 
discuss the application process for trips and awards. In 2013, the 

Federation approved switching to a cover letter and resume type of 

application. At the July meeting, it was proposed to go back to the Member 
Program Evaluation (MPE). Both formats have previously required an 

interview with the Federation. 

Laura will be working with the Federation to finalize the application process 

for 2015 award trips and the key awards. If you have any thoughts or ideas 
on the application process, please attend the Federation meeting held at 

the UW-Extension meeting room at 7:30 p.m. If you cannot attend, please 
contact your club’s representative or Laura to share your views. 

Once the application process is approved, we will be sending out award trip 
packets to all members eligible for the award trips it affects. For a complete 

listing of award trips that require this application, please see page 11 of this 
newsletter. 

Because of the changes this year, trip applicants will not be required to 
complete a record book this year to go on a trip, however, it is to your 

advantage to do so. Record books will likely be required in the future. 

If you would like any help with your application, please give Laura a call at 

715-748-3327 ext. 4 or email laura.fuller@ces.uwex.edu. 



Recognition 
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Send us your 4-H club activity photos, short articles and thank you’s and we’ll put them here!  
Submit them at the UWEX Office or e-mail laura.fuller@ces.uwex.edu. 

2014 

Cloverbud 

Twenty Cloverbuds joined us for a “Colorful” Cloverbud Day on 

July 10. There were two sessions, morning and afternoon, 
both in Medford this year. 
 

A special thanks to our Cloverbud Day youth leader helpers: 

Bailey Krause and Scarlett Lubahn. Also thanks to all the 
parents, grandparents and friends who took time to bring 

Cloverbuds to camp. They had a wonderful time! 

A huge order of “Thank you!” 
It takes a huge amount of work to put together 

our 4-H food stand at the fair — and it is 
successful because of the tremendous effort by 

our volunteers! 

A special thank you to… 

 Our food stand coordinators: Gina Timm, 

Kathy Langteau and Neil Micke, along with 

their families who support them. These three put 
countless hours into planning and supervising the food 

stand. Your hard work is appreciated! 

 The members, leaders, parents, siblings and other 

volunteers from our 4-H clubs who staffed the food 

stand during the fair. 

 To those volunteers who worked extra shifts for clubs 

who were shorthanded or helped with prep and clean 

up: thank you!! 

Here is a quick summary of how our food stand 

proceeds benefit 4-H members: 

 4-H literature, curriculum and project resource 

books. 

 Scholarships for graduating members to 

further their education. 

 Sponsorships for youth attending state and national 

conferences, award trips and competitions. 

 Support for informative, hands-on project workshops, 

including Project Discovery Day. 

 Support for our county 4-H events: Summer Camp, 

Cultural Arts Festival, Cloverbud Days, Day of Learning 

and Awards Banquet, and more! 
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TAYLOR COUNTY 4-H 

“Care to Share Form” 
 
This form has been designed to provide valuable input to the Taylor County 4-H program. Once 
completed, this form will be distributed to the appropriate individual or group to address the issue or 
concern. Please take a few moments and complete all three sections of this form and sign it.  
Forms without all three sections completed and a signature will be disregarded. 
  
 
SECTION #1:  Describe the current situation: 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 
SECTION #2:  Describe the problem or concern with the current situation: 

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  
  

OVER  
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Forms 
Note: All forms in the newsletter are available at the UWEX Office or can be downloaded at http://taylor.uwex.edu. 

Please mark 
 

   ____Pre  ____ Post 

REIMBURSEMENT VOUCHER 
Federation of Taylor County 4-H 

 

         Club         
 

From:  _________________________________Date of Event   
  Leader's Name 
  

Address     City  State  Zip 
 

Phone:  _________________________________Date Submitted  
 

Name and Place of Event  
 

Number of Participants:  _________  ___________                           Number of Vehicles Used __________ 
                  Youth                       Leaders 
                                              Per Unit      TOTAL  

Brief Description of Benefit to Individual(s) and Total 4-H Program 
 

  
 

  
 

  
 

Be sure to fill out completely so our Treasurer knows who and where to send reimbursement to. 

Cost/Participant (registration, materials, etc.)     

Total Miles______÷______ =____X________=_________ 
                                               (your vehicle                (cost of gas/gal.) 
                                                  mil./gal.) 

                                                                  plus 50% of Above Total   

  
  

 
    

Miscellaneous (Explain) -     

 
    

 
    

 
    

                                                               TOTAL     

FOR EXECUTIVE BOARD USE ONLY 
4-H Board Decision on Percent of Reimbursement 

  0=0%     1=20%     2=40%     3=60%     4=80%    5=100% 
 

TOTAL REIMBURSEMENT _____________________ 
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Clover Explosion 
Thank you to everyone who took time to think about what 

4-H means to you and turn it into a clover for our food 

stand! There were more than 80 clovers returned and 
visitors at the fair enjoyed looking at them. You also 

made it really hard on our judges to choose their favor-

ites! 
 

The club who returned the most on a percentage basis 
was Liberty 4-H Club, who returned 77% of their clo-

vers. Great job! There were several other clubs close be-
hind, so keep up the good work! 
 

Individual clovers were judged on effort, creativity, neat-

ness, theme and overall appeal. Awards will be presented 

at the banquet on November 2: 
 

Cloverbuds & Explorers—
Grades K-3 

1. Emma Halopka, Little 
Whispers 

2. Olivia Krause, Liberty 

3. Lizzy Schultz, Little     
Whispers 

 
Honorable Mentions: Carley 

Tomandl, Little Whispers; 

Brooke Rudolph, Countrysiders; Jacob Eckert, Little Whis-
pers; Vincent Seidel, Countrysiders; Ariella Lubahn, Little 

Whispers; Kenya Kalmon, Little Whispers; and Landon 
Penk, Diamond Lakers. 
 

Junior—Grades 4-6 

1. Emma Benninger,        

 Diamond Lakers 
2. Janessa Venske, Liberty 

3. Aubrey Syryczuk, Diamond 
 Lakers 

 
Honorable Mentions: Elaine 

Schumacher, Liberty; Kaytlyn 

Stunkel, Diamond Lakers; Col-
ten Halopka, Little Whispers; 

Jack Krause, Libertyl and Lydia 
Syryczuk, Diamond Lakers. 
 

Senior—Grades 7 & up 

1. Autumn Armstrong,     

Countrysiders 
2. Avery Apfelbeck, Thrifty-Go

-Getters 
3. Sarah Rudolph, Liberty 

 

Honorable Mentions: Douglas 
Schumacher, Liberty; Bailey 

Krause,  Liberty; and Brandon 
Rudolph, Liberty. 

Bernice Brandner Memorial 

Leadership Award 
1. Person needs to be nominated by a current 4-H 

member/leader and/or club. 
2. Person has to have been a 4-H leader (past or 

present) for at least 1 year. 
3. Awards will not be given posthumously. 

4. Letter needs to demonstrate what made (makes) 

that person a good leader and why they are 
deserving of the Memorial award. 

5. Letters are to be mailed directly to the Award 
presenter (address below). 

6. Please enclose contact information for the applicant 
and also who is submitting the letter so they can be 

reached for any questions. 

7. REMEMBER — this is not the Leader of the 
Year Award.  This is a separate award intended to 

recognize leaders that demonstrate the same values 
and dedication to 4-H that Bernice Brandner did.  

They should have participated in 4-H activities in 

addition to the club level, such as Summer Camp, 
award trip chaperone, Project Discovery Days, 

Cultural Arts Festival, Dairy Breakfast, etc., and be 
an active ambassador for 4-H by involvement in 

community service projects and by active 
recruitment of new members and leaders. 

8. Deadline for applications: September 15. 

9. Letters will be reviewed and the selected person will 
be contacted before the Awards Banquet, so they 

can be there for the award presentation. 
10. Please contact the award presenter with any 

questions. 

 
Send letters of nomination and direct questions to: 

 Lanice Szomi 
 W5101 Correction Lane 

 Medford, WI  54451 
 Phone:  715-748-2269 

 

Past recipients include: Ron Sromek, Deloris Larson, 
Florette Kohn, George Larson, Vi Jensen, Kitty Rau, Tim 

Conway, Holly Sromek, Lynette Marthaler, Virginia 
Ustianowski and Susan Krug. 

Awards 
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Leadership 

What is Fall Forum? 

 Fall Forum is an opportunity for learning and network-

ing for youth and adult volunteers 
 The workshops are interactive and provide practical 

ideas you can use at a club level; with a school pro-

gram or in an outreach program 

 What's great is that youth and adults are learning to-

gether! 

The Fall Forum is a unique opportunity hosted by the Wis-
consin 4-H Adult Leader Council (ALC) and the Wisconsin 4

-H Youth Leader Council (YLC).  The Wisconsin 4-H Adult 

Leader Council consists of an adult volunteer from each 
county and returning members from the Executive 

Board.  The State 4-H Youth Council is an elected group of 
youth volunteers who represent geographical regions 

throughout the state. We hope you will identify someone 

from your county to attend. 

Who attends Fall Forum? 
Fall Forum is open to all adult leaders and youth leaders in 

7th - 13th grade. All delegates are invited to a bried joint 

annual meeting after the Saturday afternoon workshops 

One adult and one youth from each county will serve as 
voting delegates for the election for State Youth Leader 

Council and Adult Leader Council. In addition to county 

delegates, the ALC Board members and YLC members at-
tend Fall Forum. These members can serve as the county 

delegate, but counties are encouraged to send a different 
individual for their county delegate. 

What happens at Fall Forum? 
Volunteers practice and demonstrate youth adult partner-

ships at the highest level through this experience.  

 There will be 15+ interactive sessions Friday 

night...robots, archery, wiki, exploring Upham Woods 
 20+ workshops on Saturday range from Ag to team 

builidng and robotics 

Fall Forum gives each county the opportunity to have a 
voice in the future of Wisconsin 4-H. Let your voice be 

heard through attending this year's Fall Forum. 

REGISTRATION: Registration is required for all partici-

pants. Youth and adult leaders will register themselves 
using 4HOnline (wi.4honline.com). Registration is 

open September 3 through October 3, 2014. Registration 
fees include materials, breakfast, lunch and dinner on Sat-

urday; breakfast on Sunday. Counties may help cover the 

required registration fee as they wish. This will be dis-
cussed by the Federation at the September 3rd meeting 

and potential delegates are encouraged to attend. 

Fees are: $75/person for youth and $100/person for adults  

Lodging is available Friday and/or Saturday night. 

 Youth: $25 per person, per night - up to four occu-

pants per room 
 Adult: $25 per person, per night - double occupancy 

($75 per night - single occupancy) 

List your preferred roommate(s) when registering. Room-
mates will be assigned if necessary. Participants must stay 

in the room they are registered to. 

If you are interested in representing Taylor County, 
please contact Laura at the UW-Extension Office 
before the September 3rd Federation meeting. 

Last call for Youth & Adult Leaders: Wisconsin 4-H Fall Forum 

The Federation of Taylor County 4-H is in need of up to 

two additional volunteers to serve as food stand managers 
for our fair food stand. The stand is one of the Federation’s 

largest fundraisers. 

Job Title: Taylor County 4-H Food Stand Manager 

Requirements:  Must be at least 18 years old (Does not 

have to be a current 4-H member). 

Responsibilities:  

 Meet with other managers when needed. 

 Take inventory, review previous sales and order 

supplies and food for the fair. 

 Take deliveries if needed. 

 Clean and set up the food stand before and after the 

fair. 

 Train and supervise volunteers. 

 Follow food handling, safety regulations and sanitary 

requirements. 

 Be familiar with work flow and help when needed to 

speed up orders. 
 Must be able to work at least 8 hours per day the week 

of the Taylor County Fair (approximately 7 days). 

 Go to board meetings if required. 

If interested please call Gina Timm at (715) 669-5278. 

Help needed: Food Stand Managers 
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Family, Home & Health 

1. All reimbursements are dependent on availability of funds (advance request recommended). 

 

2. All events with total cost to Federation in excess of $75.00 will require advanced written notice mailed to the Federa-
tion Treasurer, and be subject to #3 below.  

 A pre-reimbursement form is required to be filled out advance and mailing it to the Federation Treasurer.  

 A post-reimbursement form will be also filled out after the event and returned to the Federation Treasurer within 

two months of the event. 
 

3. Events in excess of $75.00 (cost to Federation) will be paid on a scale of 0-5, dependent on Executive Boards’ judg-

ment of the benefit to 4-H program or needed support of outstanding youth. To be decided at closest Executive 
Board or annual meeting. 

 
  0=0% 1=20% 2=40% 3=60% 4=80% 5=100% 

 

4. The cost of gasoline plus an additional 50% of that cost will be the figure submitted as a reimbursement item. Mile-
age count will begin and end at local starting point. 

 
5. All vouchers must be submitted to treasurer within two months of event, but no later than one week prior to the No-

vember Annual Meeting. A brief statement of benefit to the 4-H program must be written on the official voucher. 
 

6. If a member or leader incurs an expense that is to be billed to the Federation, pre– and post-reimbursement forms 

must be submitted before the bill can be paid. If the Federation is billed for costs without the proper approval, no 
reimbursements will be given to family for two years. 

 
7. All 4-H Rules and Behavior Expectations must be honored by the youth and chaperones or you will forfeit the right 

for reimbursement. 

 
Reimbursement form can be found in the Forms section of this newsletter 

FEDERATION OF TAYLOR COUNTY 4-H REIMBURSEMENT POLICY 

FOOD PRESERVATION LUNCH & LEARN  

Noon-1 p.m., Ag Service Center, 925 Donald St, Medford 

Please call 715-748-3327 for information about any of these sessions. 

 September 8: Storing Fruits and Vegetables – Learn how to enjoy 

the bounty of farm and orchard for months to come.  

 October 6: Preserving Meat Safely – Dried, frozen, or canned – 

we’ll discuss tips for preserving safe, high quality meat.  

 November 3: A Safe Thanksgiving and Crockpot Safety – Tips for 

preparing a safe holiday meal, and ideas for using your crock pot 

safely.  

 December 1: Holiday Gifts from the Kitchen – Lemon curd, fruits spreads, and chocolates are just a few of the 

holiday gifts sure to delight family and friends. PLUS learn how holiday candies are made!  

http://4h.uwex.edu/alc/documents/SaturdayWorkshops.pdf
https://wi.4honline.com/Login.aspx?403D4045547A474E6832424D4A6F3D
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Natural Resources & Environmental Education 

Become a 4-H Shooting  

Sports Leader  
The 4-H Shooting Sports program is only successful when 

adults volunteer to work with youth in this project and 
when youth are given the opportunity to develop safe 

shooting skills and develop a better understanding of 
wildlife ecology.  

To serve as a 4-H Shooting Sports Leader, individuals 
must complete the Youth Protection process, be at least 

18 years old and successfully complete at least one state-
level 4-H Leader Training SHOOTING SPORTS 

CERTIFICATION WORKSHOP in the discipline in which 

they are providing supervision.  

If an adult leader is not certified, he or she cannot 
provide hands-on or safety instruction without a certified 

leader being present.  

A leader may obtain certification in an additional 

discipline (archery, pistol [.177 pellet and .22], 
coordinator, hunting/wildlife ecology, muzzleloading, rifle 

[.177 pellet,. 177 BB, and .22], and shotgun) by 

completing a certification workshop provided by 4-H 
certified state training team members. Certifications 

Workshops are not designed to teach volunteers how to 
use archery equipment or shoot a firearm, but are 

designed to teach adults how to conduct safe, 

supervised, shooting experiences for 4-H members 
enrolled in the project. Therefore, interested adults who 

have experience in safely handling archery equipment 
and/or firearms are encouraged to enroll in these 

certification workshops.  

Central Area Statewide Adult  
Certification Workshop  

September 26-27, 2014 
Central Wisconsin Sportsmen’s Club 

11841 Stadt Rd, Marshfield, WI  

Disciplines: Archery, Rifle, Shotgun, Coordinator, Pistol & 

Muzzleloading  

Contact: Doug Thompson—Phone: 920-391-4657 or 920-
845-1342(evenings)  

 Email: doug.thompson@ces.uwex.edu 

Terry Boehner—Phone: 608-262-1223  

 Email: terry.boehner@ces.uwex.edu  

More information and registration forms are available at 

 Autumn Family Camp 

October 24-26 

Upham Woods, Wisconsin Dells 

Upham Woods’s Family Camp Weekends are places 
where families play, laugh, and grow together in the 

spectacular beauty of the natural Wisconsin Dells.  

Take your family on a vacation that gets them unplugged 

from their iPhones, laptops, X-Box, Wii’s and televisions. 
Enjoy land and water activities, yummy meals each day, 

campfires, camp crafts, family adventures and more! 

Families have the option of a stay full of adventure, re-
laxation or a little bit of both.  

The registration deadline is 15 days prior to each week-

end. For more information, visit http://fyi.uwex.edu/

Upham Woods Fall Fever 
Saturday, September 27 

1-4 p.m. 
The temperatures may be starting to cool down outside 

but the fun at Upham Woods is just starting to heat up! 
See the spectacular fall colors of Blackhawk Island on 

naturalist-led hikes or stop by the Nature Center for 

some indoor interactive, educational fun!  

No need to register – just show up with your family for a 
fun and educational experience! 

Taylor County 4-H Shooting Sports 

Organizational Meeting 

Wednesday, Sept. 3 
6 p.m. 

UW-Extension Meeting Room #1 

Please join us for a meeting to discuss the future of 4-H 

shooting sports in Taylor County. Past participants and all 
4-H youth in grades 3 and up who are interested in joining 

the project in 2015 should plan to attend with their par-

ents. Leaders who are currently certified and adults inter-
ested in becoming certified shooting sports leaders should 

also attend. 

Laura will lead a discussion to plan for the future of shoot-

ing sports in Taylor County. We will also begin the process 
to become a chartered 4-H group, which will involve creat-

ing bylaws and electing officers. 
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Trick –or– Treat 
 for the hungry 

 
Sunday, October 26  
3 pm-6 pm  
Meet at UWEX 
 

Prep Day:  
Thursday, October 23 
5 pm-7 pm at UWEX 
 
Youth in grades 6 and up are welcome to attend this community service 
project. This activity counts as community service toward attending next 
year’s YLO Award Trip. 
 

Prep day on October 23: We will hang bright orange door hangers in the 
locations we intend to visit. 
 

On Sunday, October 26, we will meet at the UWEX at 3 p.m. to walk the 
route that we planned to collect food for the Local Food Pantry.  
 

You can Dress In Costumes if you would like. 

 
Please RSVP to UWEX if you plan to participate 
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Save the Date 
 

YLO Winter 
Retreat 

 

Monday, December 29 
(tentative date) 

 

For grades 6 and Up 
 

Our agenda for Winter Retreat 
includes a service project, 

activity and planning for 2015. 
 

If you have ideas for Winter Retreat, 
please bring them to Trick-or-Treat 

for the Hungry Prep Night on Oct. 24 
or call or email Laura before that 

date. Look for details in the 
November /December newsletter. 

Opportunities Unlimited 
2014 Youth as Partners in  

Civic Leadership Conference 

(YLPC)   
November 7-9 

Camp Matawa, Campbellsport, WI 

 
Save the date! The conference is designed for teams of 

adults and high school youth sharing decision-making 
roles in communities, schools, and organizations.  

Sessions are planned on a broad range of topics featuring 
youth working on issues. Visit http://4h.uwex.edu/yig/

YPCL.cfm for more information. You can also stay in 
touch by liking YPCL Wisconsin on Facebook. 

Space Camp 2015 
U.S. Space and Rocket Center,  

Huntsville, Alabama 
April 16-20, 2015 

Boldly go where other 4-H’ers fear to tread… Explore the 
fascinating world of aerospace, astronomy, and 

technology! 

4-H Missions in Space program is a fun-filled weekend at 

the U.S. Space & Rocket Center where participants will 
complete a simulated Space Shuttle mission, experience 

training simulators, tour the U.S. Space & Rocket Center 

and learn about becoming an astronaut. 

Departure for Huntsville will be during the morning on 
Thursday and arrival back in Wisconsin will be Monday. 

Pick-up sites will be at Eau Claire, Wausau, Madison, and 
Milwaukee before traveling overnight to Huntsville. 

Return sites will be the same. 

Qualifications: 

 4-H members in grades 6-8 may apply. Maximum age 

of 15 at time of trip. 

 Must be currently enrolled and maintain Member of 

Good Standing through time of trip.  

 Enrollment in 4-H Aerospace project is not required. 

A ratio of 1 Adult Advisor per 10 youth will be selected 

for the trip. Interested adults should ask for a State & 
National Adult Leader Application at the UW-Extension 

Office. All adult leaders must be certified Wisconsin 4-H 
leaders over 21 years of age. 

Cost: Tentative total costs including coach travel are 
approximately $525. Final costs will be confirmed and 

announced in February. Payment is due March 15 
payable to UW - Extension. The Federation of Taylor 

County 4-H will pay 75% (approx. $393.75) of the trip’s 

cost in accordance with the county 4-H trips policy. 
 

Please contact Laura at 715-748-3327 ext. 4 or email 
laura.fuller@ces.uwex.edu if you are interested in 

attending. We will mail you a registration packet when 

they become available later this fall. More information 
and forms are available online at http://www.uwex.edu/

ces/4h/events/spacecamp/. All applications must be 
postmarked or dropped off in person to the UW-

Extension Office by December 1, 2014. 
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Trip descriptions are provided as preliminary information. 
Dates, cost and specific aspects of the trip are subject to 
change. Applications and more information will be mailed 
to youth in eligible grades in early September.  

 

American Spirit Experience 
June 2015, for members in grades 8-10 

Youth from UW-Extension’s Northwest Region will travel 

to Eastern states to increase their knowledge and under-
standing of America’s heritage. Past stops include an 

Amish Village, Valley Forge, Philadelphia, New York, Plym-
outh Rock, Boston, and Niagara Falls. They will see the 

Atlantic Ocean and go whale watching. Chosen youth will 

be expected to attend preliminary meetings and take an 
active role in planning. Participants may need passport 

card for Niagara Falls (final itinerary to be determined by 
group).  
 

The total cost is approximately $1100. The Federation will 

pay 75% of the fee and the member pays the remainder.  
 

Citizenship Washington Focus 
Various dates in June & July, 2015,  

for members in grades 10-12 
Citizenship Washington Focus (CWF) is a 4-H leadership 

program for high school youth from across the country. 
Participants must be at least 15 years of age at the time 

of the trip. Every summer thousands of young people stay 
at the National 4-H Conference Center, near Washington, 

D.C., to participate in this week-long program. Delegates 

participate in workshops at the National 4-H Center, visit 
with U.S. Congressmen and Senators, and tour significant 

sites in the Washington D.C. area.  

Total cost is approximately $1,200, which includes trans-

portation, meals and lodging. The Federation of Taylor 
County 4-H will pay 75% of the cost and members pay 

the remainder. If selected for the Citizenship Washington 
D.C. Focus Trip, you will have a choice of four different 

weeks in June or July to attend the trip. 

Leadership Washington Focus 
July 2015, for members in grades 6-8 

New this year: A 4-H leadership program for middle school
-age youth! The program will take place at the National 4-

H Youth Conference Center near Washington D.C. and is a 
precursor to Citizenship Washington Focus. 

In 2014, Wisconsin’s delegation traveled to the conference 
on an Amtrak Superliner Train. Participants will enjoy mo-

tivational speakers and educational workshops, activities 
that encourage and form new lasting friendships with oth-

er 4-H youth and an enthusiastic staff of young adults that 

work directly with them. Participants are immersed in the 
culture and history of our nation through on-site work-

shops at D.C.’s most spectacular sights, including Whiite 

House and Lafayette Park, Ford's Theatre, National Ar-
chives, Presidential and war monuments and memorials, 

Smithsonian museums and more! 

Total trip cost is approximately $1100 per youth partici-

pant. The Federation of Taylor County 4-H will pay 75% 
of the cost of the trip and the member pays the rest. 

National 4-H Congress 
November 2015, for members in grades 10-12 

The National 4-H Congress will be held in Atlanta, Ga., in 
November. The maximum age for attendance is 18 as of 

January 1 of the year of travel. National 4-H Congress 

focuses on leadership, careers, and community service. 
The cost of the National 4-H Congress trip will be approxi-

mately $1,000. The Federation of Taylor County 4-H will 
pay 75% of the trip cost. 

National 4-H Dairy Conference  
Late September/Early October 2015 

For members in grades 10-12 
 About 200 youth from 4-H dairy projects around the U.S. 
and Canada congregate in Madison for the National 4-H 

Dairy Conference held annually in conjunction with World 
Dairy Expo. Participants learn about production, pro-

cessing, marketing and use of dairy products, and develop 

a broader understanding of careers available in dairy pro-
duction, biotechnology, genetics, marketing and other 

selected areas. The conference consists of participatory 
workshops on the University of Wisconsin-Madison cam-

pus, speakers, tours and visiting the World Dairy Expo. 
Applications must have participated in the 4-H dairy pro-

ject for  at least three years. 

The total cost is approx. $300. Wisconsin 4-H Foundation 

supports a portion of the cost. The Federation will pay 
75% of the delegate’s fee and the member pays the re-

mainder.  

National 4-H Conference 
April 2015, for members in grades 10-12 

Members may apply for the National 4-H Conference to be 
held in Washington D.C. in April. This trip is for members 

no older than 18 years of age as of January 1, 2014. If 
you are selected to represent Taylor County, you will need 

to complete a two-page application and submit it to the 

State by December. The state 4-H program selects the top 
six candidates to represent the state at the conference. 

This special opportunity allows you to join 300 other youth 
in forming plans and recommending changes for the 4-H 

program. Your recommendations will be sent to all states, 

national Extension Program Leaders, and others who de-
termine 4-H programming. 

2015 Award Trips—Applications due in October 
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Animal Science 

Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival 
September 5-7, Jefferson Fair Park, Jefferson, WI 

Good Luck at State! 
Taylor County will be well represented this year at the 

Wisconsin State 4-H Gymkhana in West Allis in Septem-
ber. We have 12 members participating: 

 Autumn Armstrong, Countrysiders 

 Elizabeth Brandner, Countrysiders 

 Sienna Demulling, Countrysiders 

 Megan Frahm, Little Whispers 

 Cassidy Kohls, Countrysiders 

 Kendal Laher, Thrifty-Go-Getters 

 Hanna Luther, Little Whispers 

 McKensee Schmeiser, Little Whispers 

 Jennifer Stolp, Thrifty-Go-Getters 

 Samantha Stolp, Thrifty-Go-Getters 

 Stephanie Stolp, Thrifty-Go-Getters 

 Carly Strama, Thrifty-Go-Getters 

 

Upcoming MASS 

Meetings 
The Taylor County MASS 

annual meeting will be held 
in October. All registered 

participants and their par-
ents should plan to attend. 

This is the meeting where 

elections to the board of di-
rectors are held. Watch your 

mail for meeting details. 
 

All 4-H members who plan to participate in a market ani-

mal project (beef, swine or sheep) in 2015 should plan to 
attend the 2014-15 orientation meeting. The MASS board 

is looking to schedule a date in November for the meet-
ing. Please check the November/December newsletter 

and/or watch our web site, http://taylor.uwex.edu, for 
the exact time and date. 
 

The Wisconsin Sheep and Wool Festival 

will be held September 5-7, 2014. This is a 
wonderful event for sheep producers, 

youth sheep project members, and 
consumers of the sheep products of meat, 

wool, and cheese. The event is held at 

Jefferson Fair Park, Jefferson. 

Admission is $7 (kids 8 and under are 
free). Weekend passes are $12. 
 

Youth Activites 

 Skillathon  

 Poster contest  

 Photo contest 

 Lead class  

 Judging contest  

 Showmanship 

 Junior breeding sheep show 

 Market lamb show 

 Youth Sweepstakes 
 

“Wooly U” 

An all-day sheep and fiber camp for kids 8-16 years of age! 
Spend a day at the festival learning knitting skills, how to 

dye yarn, try your hand at felting and get the basics of 

weaving on a loom you can take home! 

We will also visit the newborn lamb 
display, watch sheep shearing, see some 

unusual breeds of sheep and get a lesson 
in Wisconsin’s rural history. In addition, 

you’ll be able to customize your own 

Wooly U Camp T-shirt, get your “diploma” 
and a course handbook.  

Camp begins at 8:45 a.m. on Saturday, 

September 6 and will end promptly at 

4:15 p.m. We will start the day’s activities 
in the Wonders of Wool Building 1 (see 

map of Fair Park). Cost is only $35 per student. You will 
need to bring a bag lunch, but water, lemonade and milk 

will be furnished as beverages. Snacks will be provided 
throughout the day. Wear clothes that can get dirty and 

stained from dyeing fiber. (All our dyes are non-toxic!) All 

supplies are furnished. 

Pre-registration is required. Register online at http://
www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com/youthactivites/

teachmetoknit.html. Sorry – no walk-ins accepted. 

Complete information about the Festival is available online 

at www.wisconsinsheepandwoolfestival.com.  

http://fyi.uwex.edu/lincolncounty4h/2013/07/24/wisconsin-sheep-and-wool-festival-september-6-8th/
http://fyi.uwex.edu/lincolncounty4h/2013/07/24/wisconsin-sheep-and-wool-festival-september-6-8th/

